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New York Public Library, 
Drexel Manuscript 5624 

 
 
 
 
An unfinished and incomplete score of Coprario’s fantasia-suites for two violins, bass 
viol and organ. (The organ part was not copied and the first few folios are missing.) 
 
Copied in the late 1630s. 
 
ii + 6 + ii. No foliation/pagination. 
 
Scribe: Stephen Bing (cf. photograph of part of f.3v in BING F; also Vol. I, Plate 5). 
 
Inscriptions: no contemporary titles or ascriptions, but the numbering is original 
(Bing); f. [1]: ‘Coprario’ [later ink ascription]. Various pencil annotations, and an 
attempt at sketching some of the organ part (f. [2]); (Sydney Beck, 1940s?) 
 
Format and dimensions: Folio, paper 390 x 265. 
 
Watermark:  

Bend I/1. A 59; B 42; C 34; D 47; E 44; F 17; G 2. Chains 29-28 (= same paper as GB-
Och 2, etc.). 
 
Rastrology:  

A 20 (in blocks of five); two rastra used to produce 4 x five-stave systems per page, all 
barred in advance with eight bars per system: 
Rastrum 1: B 2; C 27; D 9(8)10 
Rastrum 2: B 3; C 45.5; D 9(10)9(9)9 
 
Collation: not possible due to tightness of binding (one gathering of 6?). Marginal 
rulings on left and right. 
 
Binding: modern. 
 
Bibliography: BING F; BING W; HATTON W; HATTON W2 

Contents 



New York Public Library, Drexel MS 5624 

285 

Coprario’s Fantasia-Suites1 

 Folio No2 Title VdGS No. 

 [1]  [Fantasia]3 5 
 [1v]  [Almain]  
 [1v]-[2]  [Galliard] 
  
 [2]-[3] 21 [Fantasia] 6 
 [3]  [Almain] 
 [3v] 21 [Galliard] 
 
 [3v]-[4v] 22 [Fantasia] 7 
 [4v] 22 [Almain] 
 [4v]-[5]  [Galliard] 
 
 [5]-[6] 23 [Fantasia] 8 
 [6]-[6v]  [Almain] 
 [6v]  [Galliard] 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 The organ part was not copied and the two lowest staves in each five-stave system 
are blank. 

2 The original numbering corresponds to that in GB-Lbl, R.M. 24.k.3 in which the 
fifteen suites for violin, bass viol and organ are numbered 1-15 and the eight suites for 
two violins, bass viol and organ are numbered 16-23. 

3 Concluding 26 bars only. 


